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Welcome 

Welcome to the POWER newsletter!  This 
monthly newsletter will keep you informed 
about meetings, mentoring, volunteer 
opportunities and volunteer project 
activities. Please contact Nicole Switzer, 
SCUW Enhanced Giving Coordinator at 
937.492.2101 with questions or to 
volunteer.  

 

E.M.       E.D. at Longfellow 

Longfellow Kindergarteners (pictured above) were thrilled to receive 
much needed audio equipment for use in their classrooms. 

Attention POWER ladies: we need your 
help to make a difference in the life of a 
Shelby County Child!  Project E.M. POWER 
E.D., which stands for “Encouraging Minds 
for Educational Development”, is a new 
program that is focused on improving the 
behavior, attendance, and educational 

experience of Kindergarteners. Creating a 
positive educational experience and 
learning habits in kindergarten is crucial to 
ensuring the academic success of these 
children.  The project has weekly tutoring 
sessions, every Tuesday until the end of 
the school year from 8:50 a.m. to 9:25 
a.m., use of the Mobile learning lab once a 
month, and a quarterly ‘Feed the Family 
Night’ where the children enjoy dinner 
with their family and participate with 
caregivers in family focused educational 
activities. 

 Self Defense Class  

 The Sidney Police Department is going to 
host a RAD (women’s self-defense) 
class Monday, Sept 21; Thursday Sept 
24; Monday Sept 28; and Thursday Oct 1 
(all classes 6pm-9pm) at the Sidney Police 
Department. There is NO CHARGE for this 
class, the only request is that participants 
be able to commit to ALL FOUR sessions 
(the full 12 hrs.).  These classes are 
engaging and fun, and will even feature an 
aggressor from Columbus on the last 
evening. Space is limited, so if you would 
like to participate, email Officer Mike 
McRill at mmcrill@sidneyoh.com today! 

 

October Meeting 

10.27.15 – Mark your calendars 
for our next general membership 
meeting which will take place on 
Tuesday, October 27th from 12 noon 
to 1:00p.m. at the OSU Extension 
Office, located at 810 Fair Road, 
Sidney (by the fairgrounds). 
Generously donated fresh fruit and 
vegetable trays and other light 
snacks for our meeting will be 
provided. POWER has been busy 
over the past few months with many 
programs and initiatives, and we will 
have many more upcoming events 
and activities to discuss. In order to 
better serve you and prepare for the 
event, we ask that you please RSVP 
if you will be at the event. RSVP’s 
may be made to 
nswitzer@shelbycounitedway.org   

Human Trafficking 

Have you ever wondered how someone could 
become a victim of human trafficking? It is 
easier than you might think. Take Stephanie for 
example; a resident of the Northwest Ohio 
area. Stephanie was brought into the human 
trafficking realm after a boyfriend in high 
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school introduced her to an older man who 
groomed her and eventually started trafficking 
her.  Stephanie was forced to make money and 
if she did not succeed she would be 
beaten.  Sometimes the beatings would lead to 
hospitalizations.  Her trafficker had been 
arrested multiple times for domestic violence, 
other violent crimes and she tried to escape the 
situation several times over the years.  Despite 
her attempts, the trafficker was always able to 
find her. The last time she tried to escape the 
trafficker beat her so severely her teeth were 
knocked out, her eardrum was ruptured, and 
she was stabbed in the abdomen.  

A partnering agency made a referral to the 
Northwest Ohio Rescue and Restore Coalition. 
An assessment determined that Stephanie was 
in fact a human trafficking victim and had been 
for nearly 20 years!  The Coalition along with 
law enforcement assisted Stephanie in escaping 
her situation, provided shelter, met her basic 
needs, and gave her intensive case 
management and counseling services.   

Over time Stephanie began to heal from her 
trauma, and she is now attending University of 
Toledo on a scholarship given from a Human 
Trafficking advocate.  Stephanie’s story is an 
outstanding example of how the Coalition and 
collaboration with other community agencies 
can pull together to meet the needs of human 
trafficking survivors. Stephanie is a strong, 
empowered woman who has shown all of us 
what overcoming and moving forward is all 
about. 

You can be a part of helping these victims 
escape their trafficking situations and start a 
new life. Donations are welcome in the form of 
gift and gas cards, personal hygiene items, 
therapeutic activities, other household items or 
monetary gifts.  If you are interested in 
receiving Labor trafficking and or Sex 
trafficking training for yourself, or your 
business, or if you have any other questions, 
please contact 
rloaiza@crimevictimservices.org.  

Inspired by Event 

Thank you to all the ladies who attended 
our membership appreciation event at the 
Inspired By art gallery last month. We had 
a great turnout for the event. Thank you 
for your participation, and for all you do for 
our community ladies! 
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